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1. Col. Hubert Jeske,
Recormaissance Wing (Light), smounced todsy that his conmgnd has
4029th Strategic Reconmsisssnce Bquadron (Weather) snd vill de
by moviding metecrological data from high eltitudes. The U2 will
ordiginate from this base.

2. ZLenghiin Alx Force Base has been chosen, in ths instance,
ss it iz congidered more sultsdle for cpersticonl training in the
Un@ snd provides & nove central location for resesrch and joint
UBAF/ARC weather sctivities to be conducted in the western hemis.
phers,

3. The navly soguired U2 asireraft, which are, for the first
sidereble tasts by the Netiznal Advisory Comnittee for Asronsutics.
Since 1956, RACA bas been conducting en upper stmosphere ressarch
program on & wrlid-wide basis, st evicusly amounced that 1t con-
siders the U-2 to be & oxpadle vshicle for cmrrying out resemrch of
the type caurrently of imterest to the VBAF. Dete obtained through
the progran has yroven to be extremely velusble in developing meth-
ods of forecas & which ig importent to
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nigh eltitude flight. The UBAF Is curently plmming to contime
this ressarch on & long ternm besis mpplying both NACA end ANS with

L, mmmmwwmmwwmgz
with the Lookhsed Alversft Corporstion for the procuresont of U-2
aircraft on a limited basis. Deliveries began dwring the latiter
part of fiscal ysar 1557.
Force oparations will not anly sneble westher support to itbe primery
vehicles of the 50S0th but will sneble the continustion of the velu-
sble data gathering ressarch progrss currently being conduoted by
the RACK.

0, The U-2 aircoraft is powered by o Pratt & Whitoey J-J7 e
gine, ad cperales in the subsonic spead rengs 8t altitudes up to
55,000 feet. Performmnce thus fa has proven it 4o be fmr more

peculismritiss, The UBAF has
formence gave rise to UBAF interest snd the subssquent limited pro-
curement. It is balleved that the expanded capebility which the

UGAF oan now furnish, through the uwtilisstion of the U-2, will allew
currant NACA progrem, ap it is nov soheduled, is of relmtively short
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